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Supreme Court, Appellate Division, Third Department, New York 
 

            In the Matter of ARCHIL BUGIANISHVILI, Respondent  
v. 

ALLIANCE REFRIGERATION, INC. et al, Appellants 
 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION BOARD, Respondent 
 

 
 

Decided June 24, 2021 
 

Facts: Appeal from decision which ruled that the claimant suffered a permanent total disability. 
 
 The claimant had a claim established for various respiratory and neurological ailments 

and was later amended to include post-traumatic stress disorder and major depression.  A 
Judge determined that the claimant had reached maximum medical improvement and had 
a permanent total disability as of November 2019.  The Board affirmed and the carrier 
appealed.  

 
Holding: Affirmed.  
 
Discussion: The Court noted the Board credited a May, 2019 medical opinion who conducted an 

independent medical examination of the claimant at the carrier’s request and issued a 
detailed report noting an opinion the claimant had reached maximum medical 
improvement and was permanently totally disabled as a result of this incident.   The 
Court noted it was within the Board’s discretion to credit that opinion and having done 
so, the Court discerned substantial evidence in the record for its determination as to 
permanency and degree of such.  The Court found the Board did not abuse its discretion 
in declining to allow further development of the record on the claimant's condition before 
rendering its decision. 
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