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Facts: The claimant, a flight attendafity developed respiratory problems after she began wearing
the employer provided uniférm. The claimant originally did not know the cause of her
health problems and continued to wear the uniform. She ultimately found a specialist
familiar with the cendition who diagnosed her as having an allergic reaction to the
uniform. She filed this claim and it was controverted. The employer’s independent
medical examiner opined that the uniform was not the cause of the claimant’s issues and
litigation epSued. The Law Judge hearing the case disallowed the claim but upon appeal
by the claimant, the Board Panel reversed and established the claim for an occupational
disease.

Holding: _ A4ffirmed.

Discussion/ To establish an occupational disease claim a claimant must show a link between the
injury and a distinctive feature of his employment which here was the claimant’s
uniform. The decision to categorize an injury as an occupational disease is a factual issue
left to the discretion of the Board. Here, that decision is supported by substantial
evidence and must therefore be affirmed.
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