
 

Summary of Appellate Division Cases: December 2020 
 

 
 
 

 
STEWART, GREENBLATT, MANNING & BAEZ 

 
 

 
 
DONALD R. STEWART (RET.) 
MADGE E. GREENBLATT (RET.) 
ROBERT W. MANNING 
RICARDO A. BAEZ 
DAVID J. GOLDSMITH 
PETER MICHAEL DeCURTIS 
LAURETTA L. CONNORS 
JOHN K. HAMBERGER 
LISA LEVINE 
ANDREA L. De SALVIO 
KRISTY L. BEHR 
LUKE R. TARANTINO 
THOMAS A. LUMPKIN 
JONATHAN SO 

 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

 
6800 JERICHO TURNPIKE 

 
SUITE 100W 

 
SYOSSET, NY 11791 

____   ____ 
 

516-433-6677 
 

FAX 516-433-4342 

 
 

 
 
    KAFI WILFORD (2003-2010) 
MICHAEL H. RUINA (1992-2016) 

          _____ 
 

RAYMOND J. SULLIVAN 
MONICA M. O’BRIEN 

      MARY ELLEN O’CONNOR 
JAMES MURPHY 

OF COUNSEL 
 

Supreme Court, Appellate Division, Third Department, New York 
 

In the Matter of the Claim of COLLEEN HANLEY, Appellant, 
v. 

TRUSTEES OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, Respondents, 
 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION BOARD, Respondent. 
 

December 17, 2020 
 

Facts:           This concerns a claim for sick building syndrome that was disallowed based upon a 
finding of no causal relationship between the claimant’s employment and her symptoms 
purportedly attributed thereto.  After the claimant appealed, the Board Panel agreed 
noting the claimant had presented insufficient credible evidence that she suffered from a 
condition caused by her “brief” work environment.   

 
Holding: Affirmed. 
 
Discussion: Causal relationship is a factual issue left to the discretion of the Board that will not be 

disturbed so long as it rests upon substantial evidence.  Here the claimant alleges that 
after less than two months in her position she developed these injuries.  The testimony of 
both psychologists concedes that there was a large reliance upon the claimant’s self-
reported history. 
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